34O           PERFUMES  AND   THEIR  PREPARATION.
is putting them to a use for which they were never intended and
the results will be disappointing at best.
It may be said with certainty that in any fine perfume mix-
ture floral and other natural ingredients must predominate; build-
ing on such a base the intelligent addition of aromatics will per-
mit the attainment of wonderful effects. It is the secret of
success of the great French perfumers that with a thorough
understanding of the possibilities of the new ingredients they
combine an appreciation of the necessity for the liberal employ-
ment of the finest floral products.
By a proper combination of the two classes of materials the
perfumer of today is in a position to evolve odor harmonies dis-
tinct from any produced by nature. The consequent introduc-
tion of novel and exotic odors, many of them of extraordinary
appeal, has been the dominating factor in the enormously ex-
tended use of perfumes. But the perfumer who yields to the lure
of apparent economy and extends too far his employment of the
achievements of the chemist at the expense of those of nature
will inevitably fail of success.
But there is no greater mistake than to suppose that the
chemical identities now indiscriminatingly classed as "synthetics'*
are all products of the laboratory built up by chemical means
from simple materials. On the contrary, many of the most
important are in no sense synthetics, but are merely isolated from
the natural essential oils, of which they are important con-
stituents. Thus we have citral, obtained from lemon-grass oil;
geraniol, derived from citronella or geranium oil; eugenol, iso-
lated from oil of cloves; linalool, from linaloe or bois de rose, etc.
Products of this nature demand to be placed under a separate
classification, and so we are forced to divide our "synthetics"
into natural isolates, or substances obtained by isolation from
natural products, and aromatic chemicals, or products into whose
manufacture synthetic chemistry enters.
Even in the case of these latter products the chemical process